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41st Biennial Convention, San Francisco, California, July 7-10, 2010 
General Information

We are looking forward to seeing you in San Francisco for this exciting convention. The information below will help you to plan your visit. 

Get the most up-to-date convention information by becoming a fan of SIA’s Convention page on Facebook and by following SIA on Twitter.

.
Convention location and hotel accommodations

The 41st Biennial Convention will be held at the Hilton San Francisco Union Square in San Francisco, California, from July 7-10, 2010. Guest rooms are available at a special Soroptimist rate of $169 single or double occupancy plus 15.58% tax ($195.33 per night). Triple occupancy is $189 plus 15.58% tax ($218.44 per night). Quadruple occupany is $209 plus 15.58% tax ($241.56 per night). Our discounted room rate also includes complimentary in-room internet access valued at $12.95 per day. To make your reservations on-line go to the SIA hotel reservations page or call 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-445-8667) or 415-771-1400 outside the US and Canada. Please indicate that you will be attending the Soroptimist International of the Americas 41st Biennial Convention when making your reservation.

Registration
On line registration and complete convention information is available on the "Meetings/Convention" section of <www.soroptimist.org>. On-line registration is fast, easy and secure and attendees will receive an e-mail confirmation as soon as the payment has been accepted. Or, download a registration form and return it via fax or mail. A confirmation will be mailed via the U.S. postal service within two weeks of processing. The member registration fee is $300 before May 7 and $360 after May 7.
Airfare—Save up to 20 percent on travel with the Star Alliance Network
The Star Alliance™ Members Airlines are pleased to be appointed as the Official Airline Network for the 

41st Biennial Convention. To obtain the Star Alliance™ Conventions Plus discounts, please call the reservation office of a participating Star Alliance Member Airline and quote the following Convention Code: UA06S10. Registered participants plus one accompanying person travelling to the event are automatically granted a discount of up to 20 percent, depending on fare and class of travel booked.

The participating airlines for this event are: United, Air Canada, TAP Portugal, Lufthansa, Adria Airways, Croatia Airlines, Turkish Airlines, LOT Polish Airlines, SWISS International Air Lines, Austrian Airlines, Shanghai Airlines, Spanair, EgyptAir, Air China, bmi, Asiana Airlines, and THAI. 

For booking office information, please visit the Star Alliance website and log-in using the Convention Code: UA06S10. Discounts are offered on published business and economy class fares, excluding website/internet fares, senior and youth fares, group fares and Round the World fares. 

Airport transportation information

Taxis are readily available 24 hours a day from the airport to The Hilton San Francisco Union Square and cost approximately $38 each way (plus gratuity). Shared shuttle service is also available from the airport and will cost approximately $17 per person each way (plus gratuity). 

Ground transportation information is available at the San Francisco airport information booths located on the Arrivals/ Baggage Claim Level and Departures/Ticketing Level of all terminals.
Mandatory convention fee

The mandatory convention fee is US$325.00 per club. Invoices were mailed in January. This fee covers the registration fee for the club delegate and does not include meal tickets.

Interpretation

Interpretation will be provided in Japanese, Mandarin Chinese, Korean and Spanish for all general sessions and workshops held in Grand Ballroom B. 
Registration fees
The non-delegate registration fee for convention will be $300 for the full convention or $125 per day for daily registration. The Friendship Dinner tickets are $85 each and luncheon tickets are $60. The Friendship Dinner will feature live entertainment. Registration will be open to all Soroptimists and non-Soroptimists. 
Workshops
A total of 48 workshops covering topics including leadership development, program, membership, public awareness and fundraising will be offered. Please see the workshop descriptions for schedule, speakers, descriptions and learning objectives. Workshops will be open seating and will not require pre-registration.
Leadership Development

The 2010 Soroptimist Leadership Development Program will be offered as an optional convention event at no cost. This special convention education track is designed to help women develop and refine their personal and professional leadership skills. The program is developed around four pillars of leadership development: Leading Change, Leading People, Leading Collaboratively, and Leading Strategically. To find out more about the Leadership Development Program and how to register, click here.
San Francisco tourism information 
For more information on visiting San Francisco go to the SIA San Francisco visitor's website.
City and countryside tours

SIA will offer special Soroptimist tours before, during and after convention. These tours will include a city tour with Alcatraz or Sausalito, night tours with dinner, and wine country excursions. For complete tour descriptions, costs and to register on-line or by mail or fax, go to the SIA Tour website. 

Visa requests 

The United States offers visa-free entry for citizens of Canada, Mexico, Japan and South Korea who hold a valid passport (for at least six months) and confirmed airline tickets. All other countries in SIA will require a visitor visa. To obtain a visitor visa, contact the nearest embassy or consulate of the United States of America. Invitation letters will be sent upon request, with confirmation of paid registration in the registered member's name only. The wait times to receive a visa will vary depending on consular location, so please apply early.

Advertisements or greeting in the convention program

SIA is now accepting advertisements and/or greetings for the 41st Biennial Convention program. Due to limited space, ads/greetings will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. All ads/greeting order forms must be received, along with payment, at headquarters by March 15, 2010. Click here for more information on pricing, file sizes, etc., and to fill out an order form.

Suggested dress

The average temperature in San Francisco in July is a low of 54º F (12º C) and a high of 66º F (19º C). Business attire is recommended for the meetings and luncheons, and dressy or evening attire is requested for the Friendship Dinner. Bring a sweater or light jacket to wear during the meetings and when leaving the hotel during the evening.

Please call 215-893-9000 or e-mail <siahq@soroptimist.org> with additional questions. Please check the “meetings/convention” section of the website periodically. The primary way headquarters will communicate about the convention is through email, so make sure headquarters has your email address so you can receive updated information about convention.  
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